Monday, September 22, 2003

2 Chronicles 25:1 - 26:23

We have progressed to about 135 years after the nation of Israel divided into two kingdoms and are less than 75 years before one of them would disappear forever. 

In 25:2 what does “but not wholeheartedly” tell us about Amaziah and perhaps about a few people that we know? Some of the king’s decisions worked to his advantage and he acknowledged and obeyed God (at least some of the time). Yet his actions seem based on his own will. Sometimes God’s prophets were listened to, but not if they contradicted his own opinions. When he realized that he had been in error when he hired mercenaries from Israel, his first concern was not his sin but the money that he had spent. If he released them, how would he get it back? (One commentator mentions that the rejected Israelis may have been angry for a similar reason, having planned on sharing in the booty of the battle.) His victory over Edom was then tainted by two actions: his brutal execution of prisoners and his adoption of Edomite gods. The Lord finally let Amaziah’s ego be his destruction when the king challenged Israel and defied the stronger nation’s warning to go home. The general attitude of Amaziah might be voiced something like, “I’ll follow God when He helps me get what I want, but I like to keep my options open.” Perhaps that is a symptom of “but not wholeheartedly”.  Our culture seems to be full of guys like Amaziah, even three thousand years after he died. 

Uzziah’s name meant “Strong in the Lord”, but after years of success and fame, he must have decided that the name really meant, “Strong in myself”. Good times did not lead Uzziah to turn from God, but they did lead to his prideful attitude toward God. The rules no longer applied to him; he could do as he pleased and God would honor him because he was so important. 


It is sad that so many of the kings of Israel and Judah present us with examples of how not to live life, but it is a good reminder to maintain our time of prayer and consultation with God. Jesus often met with His Father to receive strength and advice. If we strive to emulate this King, our lives will be full of that peace that surpasses all understanding. (Philippians 4:7)
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